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HoWest students dive into the wonderful world of Common at
CEC 2021

Between 31 October and 3 November, we, 6 students from HoWest, had the
amazing opportunity to explore the wonderful world of IBM i at the Common
Congress in Denmark.

The congress itself was amazing. When arriving at the congress, it felt like
stepping in another world that is relatively unknown for us. Before coming to the
congress, we didn’'t know anything about IMBI & Power systems, but after this
congress, we wish we did beforehand. This infrastructure, that empowers
businesses around the world, was a joy to discover.

On the congress itself, we've seen, listened to & met a lot of interesting speakers,
who gave very interesting & inspiring talks that really opened our eyes. Everyone
had their most favorite parts:

"As a consultant, | appreciate the opportunity that | got to
employ my sRills in a setting outside of my university. This event
sharpened my ability to effectively communicate and also
showed my why, as a consultant, | should keep IBM | in mind
when maRing recommendations."

"I found the talk about microservices & IBM | very engaging. As a
Full-Stack developer, it was interesting to see how we could
connect the scalability & modularity of microservices with the
robustness of IBM | systems."

"What stood out to me was the tight integration of open-source
technologies and the Power platform, most notably Linux.
Related to that, the AlX operating system was an eye-opener in
terms of capabilities and features."




"Every speaker had their own unique view and expertise witch
they full-heartedly shared with us. The parts | was most
interested in were the advanced SQL sessions, they were truly
eye opening."

"As someone who didn't know much about IBM, it was very
interesting to learn how the system works perfectly together with
SQL and all Rinds of open-source tools. The use of open source
makes it a very interesting platform to develop on. Security in
the system was also a topic that often came up, which is of
course very important these days. "

"I think it's amazing when using IBM, you can run your software
you wrote many years earlier on the newest machines without
having to rewrite it. The implementation of the newer
technologies with microservices seemed very interesting to me."

There were also some hand-on ways to discover an IBM i system, such as the 4-
in-a-row across 4 fields by Plan B. It was a very engaging & interesting way to
interact with an IBM system and Bo & Wannes were able to beat the machine in
11 steps!

Our group was composed of a wide spectrum of IT specialists, such as Software
engineers, Cyber security specialists and consultants and every one of us was
surprised what IBM can mean for us.

. (one of our software engineers) was quite surprised of how the IBM i
systems has great support for open source & doesn’t force you down one
path. While RPG is a very robust language and it runs for literal years, it's nice
to know that IBM gives you to opportunity to shine with the tools you are
accustomed to.



e For and , our cybersecurity students, it was refreshing to
discover AlX for its security and stability features. As a descendant of the
UNIX family, it provides unique features in terms of security for the
integration with the underlying hardware. In addition to security, the
reliability of an AIX system is something that other operating systems might
be jealous of. The combination of these features provides a robust system
that can deliver a lot of power both now and in the future.

e For (one of our consultants), she appreciated the opportunity that
she got to employ her skills in a setting outside of my university. This event
sharpened her ability to effectively communicate and also showed her why,
as a consultant, she should keep IBM i in mind when making
recommendations.

These were almost four full days packed with new, exciting technology for all of
us. We didn't go from zero to hero in terms of knowledge in terms of IBM
technology during this CEC edition, but we did expand our knowledge massively
about topics each of us were interested in.

The congress diversified our knowledge of systems from our traditional Windows
and Linux environments and taught us what the possibilities and use-cases are
for applying IBM technology.

Furthermore, we spoke with amazing people from all over Europe and North
America where they shared their experiences and gave us valuable insights.
Finally, we would like to thank Common Europe and her members for organizing
this CEC edition!



Testimonials
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Adelina Giurea X

Business Consultant

This was my first congress, and | am happy that it took place in a country such as
Denmark. It's a beautiful country and | enjoyed exploring the city in my free time.
The experience at the congress was much better than expected. In the beginning,
| didn’t know a lot about IBM technology, but the speakers explained it in such a
way that | could easily follow. | also liked that there were games to be played
and prizes to be gained sponsored by the companies that attended the congress.
Having the opportunity to go to the congress, is something | am grateful for, and
| hope to see everybody once again at the next CEC edition in Spain.

Bo Robbrecht

Software Engineer [ﬁ\‘\
As my first congress, there wasn't going to be a better experience at CEC 2021. |
knew about IBM, but I'd never been in direct contact with, and this was the
perfect opportunity to fix this mistake. The speakers were fascinating to listen
to, and I've seen & learned so much in those 3 days. Personally, I've taking a
liking to IBM I's power systems and already have speculated in which
environment these systems would shine (which are a lot) and | was happy to
see how IBM embraces open-source and provides great support for the new
technologies that this community produces. I've come to know a lot of
fascinating, interesting & knowledge people and | hope to see them again in
Spain at CEC2022.




Cyrille Mathieu

Cybersecurity Professional

As my first international congress, it was simply amazing. Learning new
technologies is fun, even more so if it includes Linux and UNIX stuff and when
the tech excites me (which it did). Furthermore, | had heard about IBM, | knew
IBM technology was everywhere, | just didn't know where, what and how
beforehand. As the congress progressed, | quickly developed a fondness for AIX
when | saw what the OS has to offer. In my opinion open-source technology
stimulates innovation and | was happy to see that there was attention being paid
to technologies like Ansible and Linux. Finally, the congress also allowed me to
expand my network of people who are passionate about the technology they
develop and use, and | hope to take part in future CEC editions.

Jonathan Geldof

Cybersecurity Professional

it. Especially AIX stays with me. Of course, as a Cyber Security student, this is
something that | will focus on in my spare time. | was also surprised by the
many uses of Linux and open-source tools on the platform. The congress itself
was enormously enjoyable. | met so many new people that | hope to hear from
again later. And that was one of the reasons | wanted to participate in the
congress, to expand my network. The Bella Sky conference center has gained a
place in my heart, a very nice venue. Thank you for having us, it was a unique
opportunity. Hopefully we will see each other again at the next CEC conference.

Hannes Van de Vyver

Software Engineer

This congress was a great experience! With every speaker and every session
there were new insights to gain and knowledge to learn. Over the course of the
congress, | continued to be surprised and intrigued by what IBM Power Systems
has to offer. Thanks to the fact that this edition was done in person | was able to
meet all these amazing people as well. In my opinion, CEC 2021 was a roaring
success and I'm looking forward to attend future editions as well.
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